The  Crowd in  Peace and War

"That marriage is therefore to be regarded neither
"from the point of view of the male, nor from that of the
"female, but solely from that of the race."

There you have the whole contention in a nutshell,
and nothing could be less in harmony with the interests
of many individuals. Marriage from the point of view of
an individual is not primarily a union for the production
of children at all, but for the mutual company and happi-
ness of two people who find joy in the presence of one
another. The desire of two mutually loving persons for
the possession of one another is their purpose in marriage,
and the last thing most lovers are thinking of is the bene-
fit of the race. When, however, a child is born, a third
individual has to be considered with its interests, its own
individual interests, not those of the crowd in it, and the
attitude of the parents has to take account of the needs of
the child, and that whether there be a society around to
interfere in its behalf or not. All this belongs to the
sphere of mutual morality.

From the point of view of the individual, and where
there are no children, the whole purpose of marriage
ceases when love ceases, and the desire for mutual com-
panionship is at an end. But from the point of view of
the social crowd the marriage relation bears so important
a part in social structure that all marriages are put on an
equality, after the crowd's happy-go-lucky way of deal-
ing with units, and once entered into with its consent
and under its auspices can only with the greatest difficulty
be dissolved. Indeed, the crowd would not allow the
dissolution of marriages under any circumstances if ex-
perience had not made it feel that worse evils can arise to
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